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Summary:  

Mechanochromism (or piezochromism) refers to the emission of radiation as a result of the stressing, 
deforming or breaking of solids. The great current interest in these processes is due to the immense 
potential for monitoring and recording stresses, wear and fracture. There is, for instance, the possibility of 
turning such materials into optical pressuresensors and structural damage sensors. Mechanochromic 
polymers, for example, could visually signal sub-micron damage and failure long before macroscopic 
cracks became detectable. The range of such high-tech applications is almost unlimited. The book 
references 325 original resources and includes their direct web link for in-depth reading. 
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